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The Eve of Rosh Chodesh Nissan, 5776 - g April, 2016

IGGYS’S DOWN UNDER - KASHRUT SUPERVISION
From Rabbi Yedidya Krauthammer — Rav Hamachshir
Greetings and blessings,

One of the goals in the establishment of the new kashrut body Community Kashrut (“CK”) is to supplement the
number of kosher establishments and products available to the Sydney community, and with the Almighty’s help
we hope in the future to continue in this manner and to facilitate the provision of further products under our
supervision.

It is a singularly important principle in Halacha to give clear Halachic rulings, and for example to provide sources
for such a ruling explaining the ruling’s rationale and where it is found etc. This principle stands in order that a
given ruling will be clear and transparent to all persons. This principle is no less significant in the process of the
grant of kashrut approval of products, which necessitates a multitude of inspections of ingredients and a
thorough study of the relevant production process. Accordingly, it is appropriate that the community is
cognisant of the process in awarding kashrut approval to products.

Through 20 years of experience in this field, where one may have thought “I’'ve seen it all” there will always be
unique elements to particular food production businesses. The supervision of the Iggy’s bakery was a process
that commenced 4 months ago, during which all ingredients used in the production of breads were checked, as
well as the rate of replacement and turnover of ingredients from their storage, the level of cleanliness of the
facility, the storage operations and the operation of the ovens.

A number of ingredients were replaced on the basis that they were not acceptable on any standard of kashrut,
and others required replacement where they did not meet the standard of Mehadrin. The operations of the
ovens were inspected in order that we could be sure that the bread would meet the standards of Pat Yisrael
beyond any doubt. Over the past week regular inspections have been established so that we can ensure that
these standards are maintained.

During the course of the initial inspections it became clear that oil that was not kosher by any standard was
being used in the bread-cutting machine. It was also clear that this machine had been used in an identical
manner for a number of years and that the oil had never been changed. Accordingly, it would not have been
possible according to Halakha to enable a special batch to be produced, or a temporary supervision as may have
been appropriate under other circumstances. The change-over of the oil to an oil meeting Mehadrin standards
required significant efforts in order to find an oil suitable for the bakery’s needs — and took some time.
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The kashrut supervision of this establishment applies only to the breads and to no other product. We will
notify the community as and when other products at this establishment come under our supervision.

Additionally, given that the proprietors of the establishment are not Jewish, concerns over Hafrashat Hallah and
Hametz (during Pesach) do not arise. Further, given that there is a daily turnover there is no issue of bread being
baked on Shabbat. Should there be further updates we will notify the community. We would also like to thank

the various kashrut experts and other kashrut agencies that have assisted us in verifying the ingredients.

We would be delighted to answer any and all questions the community wishes to pose in relation to matters of
kashrut.

With the blessings as invoked in the Book of Psalms, chapter 104: “to make the face shine from oil, and bread,
which sustains man's heart”,

A chodesh tov umevorechet!

Rabbi Yedidya Krauthammer — Rav Hamachshir
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